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Why was the LIFE for MIRES project prepared?

Sumava is a mountain range of waters and wetlands and an important spring area. Nevertheless,
the water regime on both the Czech and Bavarian sides has been fundamentally altered by man.
Wetlands have been systematically drained, mires have been mined, and streams have been
straightened into direct channels or underground pipes.

Two-thirds of the Sumava mires and more than half of the other wetlands were damaged by
drainage.

The result is a landscape that is less able to retain water and overheats in hot, dry periods. Water
flows away quickly and does not infiltrate well. Drained mires and wetlands dry up and rare
species disappear. The situation is made worse by extreme weather events and climate change.

The LIFE for Mires project (Zivot pro mokiady in Czech/Leben fiir Moore in German) is the first
to address water issues across borders.

In addition to direct field measures, it is intensively involved in raising awareness and
explaining the importance of wetlands and returning water to the landscape. Because only
when we understand why functioning wetlands are so important to us, then we can
effectively protect and return them to the landscape.



Main project goals

« Restoration and improvement of natural state of various types of
wetlands covering an area of 2059 ha

« Improvement of habitats of the rare bird species (Tetrao tetrix)

« Increase of public awareness and support of key land owners to
restore mires and landscape hydrology
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through channel runoff stopped.

Wetlands were not restored in a chaotic manner. The water
table was returned to the level corresponding to its natural
state before drainage (Target Water Table Concept).
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Monltorlng resui't

or what is the response of {
wetlands to restoration?

The monitoring was focused
primarily on water, soil and
vegetation. The results of
measurements showed that after
restoration, the water table rose,
. especially in peat bogs and springs,
& andits fluctuations significantly

*° _decreased. Soil moisture increased
' in places by up to tens of percents.
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% After the restoration, the content

& of nitrates and sulphates in water

g samples decreased. In the longer
_{ term, a positive impact on the water
ty*  quality in the streams is expected.

- Thermal cameras connected to _
3 #i adrone captured the cooling effect = *~
%»1‘5 of restored wetlands, which is st
= caused by increased water
evaporation. The differences in
surface temperature between e VA
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LIFE for Mires and the Public

Why having wetlands in the landscape? The main idea of the events for the public, where
participants learned not only about how important wetlands are for the landscape, but also
what they can offer to our society. Simply put, how they support the cooling of the
landscape through evaporation, how stream floodplains can clean water or protect
settlements from flash floods. We should not forget the fact that wetlands need to be
protected and how the Natura 2000 network can help in this regard.

People who were directly
involved in the restoration
work experienced the
demanding character of
restoration at first hand.
They transported building
material, built dams, moved
vegetation, filled drainage
channels, and modeled
outflows.

Volunteers represent an integral part of our
project. Their efforts helped increase the
success of the restorations. Individuals,
non-profit organizations, and companies
were involved.

1 22 volunteer events and 1 840 participants
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The educational
program includes

a new textbook, The
Kingdom of Waters
and Wetlands, with
a workbook, and an
educational
presentation linked to
four short video shots.

3 2 3 0 pupils participated in
our tutorial programme

We also regularly organized
excursions for schools in the
region. Teachers were also able
to participate in training courses
held several times a year. We
organized a big wetland
competition three times.

We screened a documentary film
about the project together with

a presentation about wetlands. It was
a real success at many international
film festivals focused on nature. At the
end of the project, it was placed on the
YouTube platform for viewing.

2580 [

The film screening was
often combined with
an exhibition of large-
format photographs of
wetlands taken from

a drone.

This collection was

placed in more than
15 locations both in
Czechia and Bavaria.



Excursions

During the project, we established
cooperation with vocational
schools. We guided students from
universities and secondary schools
focused on forestry, nature
conservation, fishery and water
management.

Best practice book

95

meetings with experts
from Czechia and Bavaria

1425

experts saw results
and methodology

There was a gratifying
interest in the project.
At project sites, we
guided foresters, water
managers, project
designers, nature
conservationists, state
land managers, and also
politicians.
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